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To the Worthy 


INHABITANTS 


OF THE. 


Pariſh of Dertferd. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HIS Sermon, after |, fone Zine th 
no ſmall Heſit tation with my ſelf, I 
adventure to ſend _— in Compliance with © 
the — eas'd to make me. 
Sadly ſenſible a Ion its Imper fections; 
and * too a * ve, that your Fondue 
an bee pr, tha our 
into an Approbation of it. The like Kind 
Conftrudtion can by no means expect from any 
e and there. 


fore 


| fore "ie; that to your Uſe peculiarly T reſign 
T 1 and eftcem it an Inſtance of Extraordina- 


; e you , who ſo well knew the 
i worth of the 


Happy Original, and ever ſbew'd 
| ſuch a ——— Aﬀeion for Him , will 
accept this Tranſcript, which falls ſo e- 
tremely ſhort of thoſe Virtues it is deſigned 
io repreſent. | 


; J 
vo p 1 
; GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt Obedient 


” 
- 
o 


Humble Servant, 


To, 
. 


1 


ſpot themſelves, than to leave the poor Re- 


T. 


2 


1 


. N 9 | | | | , ; I 5 | 
f \ : 
Acrs VIII. 2. 


And devout men carried Stephen ' 
his burial, and made great lamen. 


tation over him. 
A in the Text fell the firſt Martyr under 
the firſt Perſecution thatreign'din the | 
Chriſtian Church, all the new Converts were 
diſperſed from Jeruſalem into the Parts of Ju- 5 
dæa and Samaria; only ſome few: devout Men 
remaining, who out-brav'd the Malice and 
Fury of their Perſecutors, and baffled the 
Violence of that fiery Trial; ſeeming re- 
ſolutely bent rather to die Martyrs upon the 


T the time when the bleſſed Saint 


mains of their martyr d Brother expos d and 
trampl' d on, without the common Decen- 
cies of a Funeral, and a juſt Reverence to 


his Sacted Memory. Je 
[of 


3 A Funeral Sermon. 
| That this kind Behaviour, this grateful and 
[| pious Practice of theſe devout Men, is agree- 
to the common Senſe of Mankind, and 
| hath been ever obſerved by all Countries, 
| though after different Forms and Cuſtoms , I 
| ſhall not now go about to ſhew. All Hiſto- 

ties, both Sacred and Prophane, are full of Ex- 
er that — , and it ſhall be the 


Buſineſs of this Diſcourſe, 


introduce and eſtabliſh this Care and 
Reſpect to the Bodies of our deceaſed 
ö Friends. 
ll. Secondly, To ſhew from the fair Cha- 
E.* racter and great Worthineſs of our De- 
parted Friend, what particular Reaſons 
we have to obſerve the ſame upon this 
Occaſion. And then, 
III. Thirdly, To obſerve what manner of 
Deportment, what particular Habit and 
Antons of the Mind, do moſt fitly 
become us under theſe Circumſtances. 
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I. And the firſt Reaſon, that entitles the 


Body to a decent and honourable ——_—_— 
: Tos WI 


I. To offer at ſome Reaſons which might 
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A Funeral Sermon. 3 
will ariſe from the Conſideration of its Frame 
and Compoſition. It was deſigned and 
created for an Inſtrument, a Receptacle, a 
Conſort to an Immortal Soul; a curious Piece 
of Artifice, fearfully and wonderfully made; 
contriv d by the Wiſdom , and finiſhed by 
the Finger of God, for the compleateſt and 
brighteſt Feature in the Face of Nature; for 
a Recapitulation of all che Five Days Works 


before; and for an Abridgment of all che 


Perfections that had been parcell'd out to the | 
reſt of the material World. From whence we 

may further obſerve, | 
That although the Soul may boaſt of a 
more Celeſtial Nature, higher Privileges, and 
Faculties adapted to more refined Objects, 
yer it cannot glory in a greater Author, or a 
nobler End of its Creation, The ſame Hand 
which gave It its perceptive Faculties, faſhion- 
ed alſo the Organs of the Body into this fair 
and beautiful Structure: The One, to con- 
template the Perfections of his Nature; the 
Other, to worſhip the Majeſty of his Perſon: 
The One, to admire the Myſteries of his Wiſ- 
dom and Love; the Other, ro demonſtrate 
theſe inward Sentime nts, in outward Expreſ- 
"". 


| 4 A Funeral Sermon, 
ſioons of Reverence and Gratitude : Both, to 
| manifeſt his Infinite Glory, and Both, to be 
mutual Partakers of it. Fl 
And though the Soul may have Joys and 
Contemplations abſolutely intellectual, in- 
dependent, and purely its own yet is it be- 
| Holden to the Body for all irs Intelligences 
| from this World; tis the Body that . 
If acquainted with the Beauties and Wonders 
of Nature, carrying through the Avenues of 
Senſe freſh and entertaining Notions, and all 
the various Gratifications that ariſe from 
# thoſe Objects, which Providence hath crea- 
ted to make the Heart of Man Glad. 
Now, after theſe Services and Satisfacti- 
{ «ons done us, does it not highly deſerve this 
laſt Return of Gratitude, the Honour of 2 
Solemn Interrment ? And will not che Al- 
mighty Author of this Structure require the 
fame, as due to the Workmanſhip of his 
Hands? Other Things we treat ws ſuit- 
| "able Efteem and Care, and a due Regard 
to the Owners and Contrivers of them, at- 
ter their Services to us are all over: And 
| ſhall we ſuffer the Veſſel , © which the —_ 
Potter that form d it deſign d for a Ve A, 


* 
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Honour, to be expoſed to any rude and inju- | 
to rious Uſage? Shall we break this Excellent 


de Caſe to pieces, tho the Springs of the Watch 
be broken? And ſhall we deſtroy the Cabi- 
id Inet, that — ſo invaluable a Jewel as 
n- a Rational Soul ? 0 , | 
e- 2. Nat did it only contain a Rational 
es Soul; but, what ſtill more juſtly gives it a 
g Title to theſe Honours for which Fam now 
rs contending, it once entertain d a far more 
of I lorious Inhabitant chan any Created Being; 
It was the Temple of the Holy Spirit of God, 
conſecrated for his peculiar Abode, ſanctified 
by his Graces, by his daily Aſſiſtances ſup- 
ported, and guarded againſt a Thouſand Ac- 
eidents, protected and reſcu d from conſtant 
Dangers and apparent Ruin. Bur now, ſince 
Death hath diftolved the ſtately Fabrick, tis 
ut Duty to gather up the Sacred and Glori- 
us Ruins to enſhrine them in Safety and Ho- 
our, ſecure from all InjuriesBarbarities and Pro- 
hanations. For what God himſelf thought fit 
o take into his eſpecial Care and Protection, 
nd to honour wich his immediate Preſence, 
e ought to think every way worthy out 
gheſt Reſpect, and moſt ſolemn Reverence. 
3 B 3. Again 


6 A Funeral Sermon. 


1 3. Again, By virtue of the ſtrict Corre- 


ſpondence and Sympathy between the Soul 
and Body, they neceſſarily become Sharers in 


each others Eſtates; their Grievances are com- 


mon; one only Woe will make both Parties 
miſerable. If the Body be afflicted, the 
Soul-mourns with it; if the Soul be hurt by 
any ſecret Contagion, the Pains of the Mi- 
ſtreſs become the Diſeaſes of the Slave. Since 
therefore all their Fate is equal, whilſt they 
| live together in this Union, the fame Equa- 
lity ought to follow them after their Separa- 
tion, and each receive its Rewards and 
Honours due to its Merits and Servi- 
ces, and proper to its Condition. The 
Soul is relieved and looſed from its 


Bonds and Fetters ; and fled and gone 


into an Everlaſting State of Bliſs and Happi- 
neſs; for which very Reaſon the Body, 
which in Conjunction with the Soul had run 
through a Courſe of Afflictions, and ſuffered 


vil 


els 


2 long Endurance of Hardſhips, Watchings, o 
Faſtings, and Mortifications for Virtue's Sake, pf 


oucht to be taken now out of this Conditi- 


r 


on of Miſery, out of the Duſt and Confuſi P 


Ol 


0 
89 


1 


es ther, 


a- [conſider further, 
a- 4. That the Body may claim this Tribute 


nd ſor this Reaſon above all, viz. That it muſt 


vi- lone Day leave this dark Abode, to become 
he lan Inhabitant of thoſe bright and glorious 


ne the moſt perfect Beings, and the raviſhing 
pi- 
by, rue, if it muſt (as we humbly expect it 
runſſvill)) be made Partaker of all the Bleſſed- 


redneſs in a State of Perfection, then can we be 


gs. o vain to think, that theſe faint ſcanty Efforts 


akeſpf our Reſpect, are too great and ſolemn a 


diti· Peremony, an unneceſſary, undeſerved Duty? 
fuſrPare I ſuppoſe, that theſe poor Words of 


onll B 2 mine 


7 
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A Funeral Sermon. 7 
Jon of this World, and laid up in the Place 
- | where Pomps and Vanities ſhall no more 
1 | difturbie : Where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and the weary be at reſt, Job 3.17. Where no Re- 

- || vellings of the one, nor Grievances of the o- 
ſhall ever affect it; but a deep Silence 

ze ſhall cover its Aſhes, and compoſe the Sacred 
y | Relicks to Eaſe and Quiet, till it be a- 
i- waked at the Sound of the laſt Trumpet, 
ce and called to change this Corruptible for an 
ty | ſncorruptible Nature. Which leads me to 


Manſions that are filled with the Beauties of 


*ountenance of God himſelf. For if this be 


{4 
: 


8 
mine can contribute any thing te the Ad- 


with the Acclamations of 


Epitaph, or any Monumental Inſcriptions, in 


Funeral Sermon. 


vancement of Him, who is already received 
Angels; or to the 
Luftre of His Virtues; which are alteady 
crown'd with Eternal Glory? Can a ſmall 


the leaſt avail Him, whoſe Name is already 
written in Heaven, in the 4ſſemhly of the firſt 
born? Or in one Word; Can this humble 
ſad Solemnity be thought ſo mighty an Ad- 
vantage, or fo real an Honour, that we 
ſhou d . to pay it to that Body which 


muſt hereafter be received into a State of Glo- 


ry ſo tranſcendent, and, beyond all Concep- 
tion, great; to that Body, which (though 


rotted to pieces in the Grave, or toſs d and 
banded through all the Mazes of Nature) 
ſhall hereafter 1 raiſed aſter the Likenels of 
its Maker, faſhioned to the Glorious Body of 
its dear Redeemer, and reunited to its Im 
mortal Soul, 10 to live, and love, and Aab 
to all Eterni 

From theſe beben chen it appears, tha 
there is a certain Honour due to the Remains, 
a certain Tribute of Sorrow and Lamentati- 


of. to bs pai ar the Invrrement of Our * 


A Funeral Serwun. 9 
ed Friends; and that Chriſtians are never 
more, commendably employed, than when 
they are performing this their laſt Labour of 
Love to one another. 
And if the Thing runs fo in the general, 


my 


Il. Next Endeavour ſhall be toſhew, from | 
the fair Character and great Worthinels | 
af our Departed Friend, that this Pious 

Care, this Religious Pomp of Sorrow, 
cannot improperly be expended here. 


One Thing I have for my Comfort, that, 
while Jam paying this Debt to his Memory, 
cannot poſſibly in my Commendations 
tranſcend the Bounds of his Merits; and if T| 
fall never fo ſhort of them (as I am ſure to 
do it in a great Meaſure )' His Candid Soul, 
I know, if it has the like Cognizance of what 
I am doing now, as it once had of my Inabi- 
lities, will readily excuſe and accept it. 
He was a Man long before he was at Age; | 
and thoſe Excellencies and Accompliſhments 
which others acquire with much Toil and} 
211 mon beitet at 209. 20 nga 


1 H . 
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10 A Funeral Sernun 
| hard Induſtry, ſeem to have been Natural 
and Inbred in him. 
Alt his firſt Admiſſion to the "ris 281 a 
| moſt Extenſive Genius, and a Spirit fitted for 
great Undertakings, appear d in all He did. 
| You, that were Members of the ſame Learn- 
| ed Society, know what a happy Capacity 
He had, and how diligently He improved it; 
| how ſtudious He was in Private; and with 
| how much Applauſe he always appear d in 
Publick. You have heard, with Amazement 
you have heard, how clear he was in his No- 
_ how deep i in his Judgment, and how, 
fro another Cicero, He flowed in his Expreſſi- 
ons. You have ſeen,” with Pleaſure you have 
ſeen, how engaging His Deportment was; 
What Reſpect and Reverence He ſhew d to His 
"Superiors ; what Kindneſs and Candor to 
His — what Humility and Condeſcen- 
tion to His 'Inferiors; and what an Univerſal 
Spirit of Mildneßs and Love ſweetned His 


whole Behaviour. 5 
For theſe Reaſons He was Elected Fellow 


' 


of a College, as a fit Perſon to reflect a Luſtre: 


upon ſo Venerable a Body: And for theſe: | 


Reaſons not long after, call'd from His 
Learned 


ö 
0 


| 
f 


1 


this Pariſh, to take upon Him a Share in ſo 
weighty a Cure: And with what Care and 


Application, with what Zeal and Integrity, 


He ' hath Adminiſtred this Office, the ſad 


Face of this Solemnity, and the general La- 
mentation made for His Loſs, are a ſufficjent 


Teſtimony, 


You, who were His Hearers, His Joy, His 


Crown, can bear me Witneſs, how Excellently 


out of Seaſon, to reprove, rebuke, and exhort 


with all long-ſuffering and doctrine, 2 Tim. 4. 2. 
Vou have heard, with Comfort to your Souls 
you have heard, with what Endearments He 
knew to recommend Virtue, and in what 
Deformity to diſplay the Nature of Vice; 
how Error flew before Him, and Truth was 


A F. meral Ser mon. 11 
Learned Retirement, at the Solicitations of 


well He Preached, rightly dividing the Word 
of God; how inſtant he was in Seaſon and 


fixed upon an immoveable Baſis; how clear 


His Conceptions were about the moſt Abſtruſe 


and Sublime Matters, and how full and 


— <-> — 


ſtrong, yet how wonderfully Plain and Na- 
tural his Style and Manner was, how juſt 


and equal to the Perſpicuity, Spirit, and 


Grandeur of his Conceptions. In all theſe 
3 7 Things 


mw A Fanerat Sermon. 

Things he was a Great Man. But oh! 
thoſe Heavenly Ejaculations, and Franſport- 
ing Sallies of rhe Soul 5 choſe Refined Me- 
| ditations, and continu'd Lofty Strains of 
| Piety and Devotion in all his Diſcourſes | In 


theſe he was unparallel'd , and neee 


more chan Man. 

I ſhou'd be treacherous to hi Memory, 
and falſe to the Fruſt I have taken upon me, 
if at this time I ſhould forget to mention 
how much the Public, and how much 
every one of Our Order eſpecially, is 
indebted to him, for that Ingenious and E- 
laborate Piece , wherein be krach given us 2 
* of what his mighty Genius wou d 


have dene, had not Cod thought fit ſo 
ſpeedily to reward his Zeal and Service to 


| 


— 
— — 


his Church Militant, with a Crown of Glo- 


| ry, and a Mauſion of Eternal Reſt > in his 
Church Triumphanr. 

is Nor did he only in Doctrine ner Un- 
corruptneſs, Sincerity, and ſound Speech, 
which could. not be condemn d but he fulfil; 
bel the other Part of the Apoſtle s Miniſterial 
Precept, in all things ſhewing himfelf'a Pattern 
of 21 works, Tit. 2. 7,8. His Life was a genu- 


ine 
| 


H 


| 
| 
| 
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"A Funeral Sermon. 13 
ine Comment upon what he taught; atid 
all his Actions, both at Home arid Abroad, 
were conſonant to his Sermons from the Pul- 
pit: Nay, all his Actions were ſo many Ser- 
mons themſelves, explaining and enforcing 
ſome illuſtrious Virtue or Perfection. 

In Gravity and Prudence, in Labour and 
Learning, in Zeal and Firmneſs, and an hea 
Concern for the Dignity of Our Order, and the 
Adorning Our Office, he was a Pattern to Us. 

In Patience and Meekneſs, in Sobriety and 
Temperance, in Sincerity and Juſtice, and 
Love and Charity, an Example both to Us 
and You. To all he was Grateful; to all 
he was Beneficial. All that knew him, 
lov'd him; and all that heard, admir'd him. 
He was Kind and Affable; Courteous, wich- 
out Ceremony; Grave, without Affectation; 
Auſtere to himſelf, without Moroſeneſs to 
others; Cheerful, without Levity; Conde- 
ſcending, without Meanneſs; Stately in Be- 
haviour , without Pride in Principle; Reli- 
gious, without Noiſe; and Learned, with- 
our Oſtentation. And, to apply the Cha- 
rater of another Great Perſon, that very 
juſtly becomes him z He had the good Hu- 
| | D mour 


14 J Funeral Sermon 
| ur of a Gentleman, the Eloquence of. an 
| Orator the Profoundneſs of a Philoſopher, 
the Reaſon of an Angel, the Piety of a 
Saint; and I add, the Reſolution of a Mar- 
tyr, and che Primitive Spirit of an Apoſtle; 
all ſpringing up in him, and haſtening to 
make him the Glory of his Age, had he 
not been raviſh d from the Earth too ſoon. 

But why do I call it too ſoon? He lived 
much in a few Vears; and comprized in half 
the Meaſure of a Span, as many worthy At- 
tainments, as moſt Men get in the tedious 
| Courle of their Threeſcore Years and ten. 
Hie liv'd long enough, conſidering his extra- 
ordinary Diligence to anſwer all the Purpo- 
ſes of Living; long enough, to correct the 
Depravities of Nature, and to purge out the 
Terrene Droſs; long enough, to learn the 
great Leſſon of Heaven, the Loving, Ado- 
ring, and Contemplating God; long enough, 
to trim his Lamp againſt the Bridegroom 
call d, and ro adorn his Soul in the Wed- 
ding · Garment of Righteouſneſs, to appear 
before his Beloved in. | 


And 


— —ͤ— — —— As. os 
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| A Funeral Sermon: 16 
in And for the Advancements he might have 
Tr, made, and the further Services he might 
a have done, God hath them in the Eye © 
r- | his Preſcience, and will make his Reware 
£ commenſurate to the Noble Fruit he ſaw 
to this Generous Plant wou'd have bore, hac 


he not he for wiſe Reaſons thought fit to cut 
- it down. ? '; _= 
ed His Portion therefore is no doubt to bg 


lf happy, now is he number d among the Children 
t- | "of God, and his Lot is among the Saints! 


n. III. But how ſhall we, (for nowT an 
a- come tomy Third and Laſt Propoſiril 
-on) we that are left behind (ad Reg 
he | memberers of him that is gone before 

he} compott our ſelves upon this Occaſion 

he What Weed of Mourning ſhall we wear 

oV bat kind of Oblation ſhall we bring 

zb., What Habit of Mind ſhall we put on 
m - to make our ſelves worthy Lamenters a 

d- this Bleſſed Saint's Funeral? = 
car 


What our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid to the piou! 
Women, that wept and bewailed him as he w. 
nd going to his Crucifixion, is very appoſite to ui 

| C 2 it 
| 


| 


in this Caſe, Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep not for 
ne, bur weep for your ſelyes, Luke 23. 28. Weep 
{not for him, at leaſt weep not immaderately 
for him, who hath now all Tears wiped away 
from his Eyes, and to his infinite Tranſport 
finds himſelf landed in a bleſſed Eternity. 
Make no Lamentations , at leaſt make no 


| bitter Lamentations for him, who is now em- 
ploy d in the joyful work of Heaven, in ſi 

p oy d in the Joy " te 1 + avon, in ing- 
| ing Praiſes and Allelujahs. to him, that futeth 
upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and 
| ver, 1 1 | 


| He, if his bleſſed Employ will ſuffer him 


to obſerve what we are doing here below, 


| Expreſſions of out miſtaken Loye, He finds 
himſelf abundantly Happy: And if he him- 
| ſelf were to be the Preacher, he would allow 
no other uſe to be made of this Solemnity, 
than what had aTendency to qur Happinels, 
[viz. That our carrying him to his Burial 
ſhou d put us in mind of qur own ; that the 
Lamentation we think due unto him, be ex- 
[pended on our Sins; and our Loye to his Mc 

5 mory, 


| 
1 
1 
ö 


1 


pities our officious Sorrow, and the needleſs 
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ample. 


4 


AS. aan N. 3 | 
mory, be expreſſed in the Imitation of his Exe | 


You ſee then before your Eyes a Monu- 
ment of our Mortality. One, who if any 
Endowments of Nature, or Acquiſitions of 
Art, cou d have preſerved from dying, might 
juſtly have challenged that Exemption. But 


alas ! theſe are no Security againſt the Bat- 
teries of Death. Virtue and Piety, Faith, | 


„ * 


and Hope, and Charity, are ſo far from 


* 


warding off the Blow, chat being the beſt | 


Preparatories to a bleſſed. Immortality, th 
often incline the Almighty Ruler of this Ty- 
rant, when he ſees us fi to enter into the Joy 
of our Lord, to ſuffer him to ſtrike. 

So that we all needs muſt die, and are as water 
pilt upon the ground, which cannot be gathered up 
again, 2 Sam. 14.14 Bur bleſſed be God | who 
hath not left us without Hope, even in theſe 

hambers of Darkneſs. Death is now no more 
than a Paſlage from this Valley of Tears to a 
Paradiſe of Joys, and our Graves but ſilentDor- 
mitories, where we are to ſleep and take our 
Reſt for a while, but are then to be raiſed up 
(Yan „Vith Bodies Celeſtial , and.tull of 
ry: 


Oh ! 


| 
| 
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| \ Oh! therefore, my Brethren, that we 
| wou'dofcen and ſeriouſly think on theſe things, 
and order all the Courſe of our Lives fo, as 
becomes thoſe that have a near Proſpect off 
un approaching Death, and the ſure Hope o 

4 2certain Reſurrection always before them. 


Ohl that we wou'd forſake and abandon 
our Sins, that give a mortal Sting to this 
King of Terrors, and endeavour to attain 
ſuch a Religious Temper and Frame of Soul 
|] as may enable us to get the Victory at our 
L aft and grear Conflict, . 


Ohl! that we may have the bright Exam 
ples of ſach Pious and Learned Men as this, 
! Who are burning and ſhining Lights in their 
| Generations, ever before our Eyes, to direct us 
naps an Age of Darkneſs and Error, and 
to guide 


our feet into the way of truth. That 

vou, his beloved Hearers, may conſider and 

ptractiſe the — ood Inſtructions he hat 

| Jkt behind: His laft and moſt valuable Le 

| gacy: We, his Brethren, aſpire at his Learn 

ing and Virtue; and all of us learn to im 
g and ; 


tate his Perfections, that ſo when * te 
: : | ie 
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t wel die, our Expectation may be as comfortable 
ings, as his; our good Name as precious as his ; 
„ as| our Corps atrended by as many devout Men 
t off as his; our Memory bleſſed with as many 
ve off grateful Hearts as his; Our Graves bedewed 
n. with as many weeping Eyes as his; and our 
- | Souls received into as bleſſed a Manſion of 
don] Reſt and Glory as his. 


this 


Which God of his infinite Mercy grant for bis 
dear Son s ſake, Jeſus Chriſt our Lard. 


FINIS. 
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